Comparative acute toxicity of DDT metabolites among American and European species of planarians.
1. DDT metabolism in a North American species of planarian leads to the formation of metabolites more toxic than the parent compound. 2. The increased toxicity of DDT metabolites is similar to acute toxicity data reported previously in a European species. 3. It is suggested that planarians lack a direct mechanism for DDT detoxification, since two North American and one European species are known to metabolize DDT initially to DDE and DDD.